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T H E  N ORT H  CA ROL I N A  COU N CI L  OF  CH U RCH E S 

The week after Easter, the Rural Life Committee of the 
North Carolina Council of Churches hosted a series of statewide 
events called "Come to the Table: A Conference on Food, Faith, 
and Farms." The daylong gathering brought together pastors, lay-
people, farmers, hunger advocates, nutritionists, community or-
ganizers and others to begin a conversation about the many related 
issues of sustainable food production.  

 Beginning in Goldsboro on April 10, the first event drew 
about 80 people who attended from across Eastern North Caro-
lina.  Dr. Ellen Davis, a professor of Bible and theology at Duke 
Divinity School, opened the conference by saying, “We have 
waited a long time for this, for farmers, and food policy and 
church folks, and environmentalists, and community workers, and 
theologians to ‘come to the table’  together.  [We are here to talk 
about] preserving the health of our land and water so there can be 
plenty of food on the table for our grandchildren and their 
neighbors, in this country and around the globe, and so there may 
be healthy communities, communities that are healthy economi-
cally and ecologically and psychologically, living on that land and 
sharing its bounty." 

Scott Marlow, director of RAFI-USA's Farm Sustainabil-
ity Program, offered a practical overview of the state of agriculture 
in North Carolina. He described the rapid growth of very large and 
very small farms across the state, and the ways in which these 

trends are wiping out the mid-sized farms 
and the infrastructure that makes these 
farms successful.   

Marlow also said that "The ab-
surdities of our system" - the average 1500 
miles that food travels before it arrives on store shelves, the verti-
cal integration of large-scale corporate agriculture, and the unsus-
tainable practices that have become ubiquitous in farming - "only 
make sense if we measure everything by the price point at the gro-
cery store." If the true costs of producing food this way were 
measured, the price is too high and resources are being lost that 
cannot be replaced. 

Others spoke about the state of poverty and hunger in 
Eastern North Carolina, and the many ways in which our current 
infrastructure makes it very difficult for those in need to eat fresh, 
healthy, organic foods.   

At Cedar Grove on April 11, more than 120 people heard 
from  Davis, Marlow, and Jill Staton Bullard, executive director of 
the Triangle Inter-Faith Food Shuttle. Again, many diverse organi-
zations were represented, and the most common feedback from the 
day was that people were excited to make connections across dis-
ciplinary and organizational boundaries.   

The last conference was held in Asheville where more 
than 100 people gathered from all over Western North (see page 3) 

 More than 200 grassroots activists gathered at Raleigh’s West-
ern Boulevard Presbyterian Church in late March for the North 
Carolina Council of Churches’  2007 Legislative Seminar. There, 
they were inspired and empowered to carry on work for social 
justice in areas important to them that are part of the agenda of this 
session’s General Assembly.  
 The day was marked by high energy and exceptional spirit. In 
attendance this year were 65 AmeriCorps members, most of them 
the age of college students, who are working on immigration is-
sues.  
 The opening worship was led by Rev. Dr. William Barber, 
pastor of Greenleaf Christian Church in Goldsboro and president 
of the State NAACP. Barber warned against complacency. 
 “Our present era is one where oppression is coated in a veneer 
of normalcy. What’s going on now is an attempt to legitimize ine-
quality,”  he said. 
 Workshops throughout the daylong event focused on issues 
such as global warming, immigration, mental health, public 
schools, and domestic violence.  
 In a session on tax fairness, Meg Gray of the North Carolina 

Budget and Tax Center discussed how activists can work to direct 
state revenue where they want it to go. The workshop on Citizen 
Action, led by Lynice Williams of North Carolina Fair Share and  
Brian Lewis of the Covenant with North Carolina’s Children, in-
cluded role playing in which attendees pretended to visit a legisla-
tor’s office.   
 During lunch, the Council’s Faith Active in Public Life Award 
was presented to Rep. Alma Adams, in part for her work on eco-
nomic justice.  
 “We are pleased to present this award to Rep. Adams in recog-
nition of her long years of tireless, irrepressible work to increase 
the minimum wage, work which resulted in last year’s $1 per hour 
raise for the state’s lowest paid workers,”  said Council Executive 
Director George Reed. 
 Closing speaker for the Seminar was Rev. Bruce Grady who 
serves on the ministerial staff of Western Boulevard Presbyterian 
and on the faculty of Shaw Divinity School. He challenged those 
in attendance to return to their homes and to implement the work 
for justice that the seminar had highlighted. 
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