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Seminar Empowers Spring Campaign Underway
Advo Cates; Barbe r The North Carolina Council of Churches’ spring fund-

. . ing campaign is underway. We are grateful for generous
Rece|ves Fa|th Awar'd contributions from individuals in 2008. But, given the cur-
rent economic climate, financial support from the Coun-

From as far away as Charlotte, Murphy and Hickory, about cil’s friends is even more important now to help sustain

200 grassroots activists gathered in Raleigh for the North current programs and stafﬂng. o

Carolina Council of Churches’ 2009 Legislative Seminar. The ~_ Please prayerfully consider a financial gift to the NC

biennial event was held at White Memorial Presbyterian Council of Churches. If you have not contributed in recent

Church in March. years, but believe in the Council’s ministries for Christian
Workshop topics ranged from mental health reform to unity and for justice and peace, we especially need to hear

global warming to reforming the revenue stream in the state ~ {fom you. - ) )
budget process. Attendees also heard from experts on subjects In addition, please tell others in your congregation or

like human trafficking and public schools. community about the work of the Council. We nee?d to add
Comments provided in evaluations at the end of the day new contributors to those who are already supporting our

were overwhelmingly positive, with several attendees express- work,. and the best way for that to happen is for potential

ing gratitude for the chance to fellowship with like-minded contributors to hear about t_he Council from someone they

individuals and gather information about pressing issues. The ~Know and trust. Someone like you. o ‘

day included opening and closing worship and a shared lunch If you have questions or would l}ke 1nformat19n about

along with the workshops. the Council for yourself or a potential new contributor,

The Faith Active in Public Life is always presented as part Please e-mail gr eed@nccouncilofchurches.org or call 919-
of the Legislative Seminar. This year’s recipient is the Rev. 828-6501. Checks of support can b‘? mailed to 1307
William Barber, pastor of Greenleaf Christian Church in Glenwood Avenue, Suite 156, Raleigh, NC 27605. You
Goldsboro, president of the North Carolina NAACP and a can also donate online, through Network for Good, by
member of the National Board. The award has been presented ~£0Ing to www.nccouncilofchurches.org. Online contribu-
since 1985, but Barber is the first pastor to receive it. He also 0N can be a one-time gift, or you can sign up to make a
recently received the Paul Green Award from the state chapter regular (monthly, quarterly, etc.) gift.
of the ACLU for his commitment to abolishing the death pen-
alty. _ L Council Hires Associate for

“He sees a broad picture of justice,” said George Reed, the
NCCC’s Executive Director, in presenting the award. “It is Health Care
racial justice and the things rooted in four centuries of owner-
ship, violence and discrimination....but it is also how we treat
new immigrants in our midst. It’s whether we continue an im-
moral war in Iraq, a war we entered into dishonestly. It’s
whether we fix our broken economic systems on the backs of
people who are poor. It’s whether everyone has access to
health care.”

Previous recipients of the Faith Active in Public Life
Award include several state representatives and senators,
Ferrel Guilory while he was with the News & Observer, and
Robin Britt while he was secretary of the Department of Hu-
man Relations.

Willona Akingbade is the Council’s newest program
associate and the first in a position dedicated exclusively
to health care issues. Grant money from the Blue Cross
Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation and the Kate B.
Reynolds Charitable Trust has allowed the Council to hire
Akingbade to develop its Partners in Health and Whole-
ness Program.

A Goldsboro native, Akingbade has a master’s degree
from the School of Public Health at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She has been employed by
the state Division of Public Health, the NC (see page 3)
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Come to the Table Events
Attract Hundreds

Close to 300 people attended the Come to the Table con-
ference series that took place across the state in February.

The conferences focused on how communities of faith
can relieve hunger and support local farms. And they high-
lighted the diversity of projects and resources throughout
the state, such as community gardens, farmers markets and
food banks that use local produce.

About 13 percent of all citizens and 21 percent of chil-
dren in North Carolina face food insecurity while the state
has consistently led the nation in the number of farms lost
in recent years.

Come to the Table offers a free guidebook and links to
other resources at www.cometothetable.org. Additional
information is also available at 919-542-1396, ext. 207.

Akingbade Joins Council
(from page 1)

State Center for Health Statistics, and the UNC School
of Public Health, with most of her work related to sickle
cell syndrome and pregnancy risk assessment.

Partners in Health and Wholenss is designed to press the
connection between health and faith that is suggested when
we refer to Jesus as “The Great Physician.” It will invite
congregations to be active about promoting health with
their members and in their communities through collabora-
tions with religious and secular groups already working in
this arena.

“I am excited about having Willona join our staff,” said
George Reed, the Council’s Executive Director. “With the
rising costs of health care and the increasing numbers of
uninsured North Carolinians, this program couldn’t be
more timely.”

Come Celebrate with Us!

The North Carolina Council of Churches
celebrates its 75th Anniversary on
May 11, 2010.

Events are being planned statewide
beginning in the fall to mark this special
occasion. Please watch for details in
your Summer 2009 edition of the
Church Council Bulletin.
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Upcoming Clergy Breakfasts
Focus on Immigration Issues

The Council is launching a statewide series of breakfast
conversations for pastors and other clergy about immigra-
tion. This is part of the Council’s larger effort to educate
people of faith about the issues and to insure the voice of
the faith community is heard in the increasingly heated
debate around immigration.

In 2008, the Council’s Critical Issues seminar, From
Hostility to Hospitality, focused on immigration, and the
NCCC also recently launched a newsletter called Faith
and Immigration.

All of the breakfasts take place from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Clergy who are interested in attending can RSVP at 919-
828-6501 or by going to
www.nccouncilofchurches.org/immigration.html.

To receive Faith and Immigration, e-mail
nccofc@ncouncilofchurches.org with “Subscribe Immi-
gration” in the subject line.

Greenville

Tuesday, May 19

Jarvis Memorial United Methodist Church

510 S Washington St., Greenville 27858

Speakers:

Rev. John Richardson, Regional Minister, Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)

Rev. Ismael Ruiz Millan, Pastor, Unidos Por Cristo United
Methodist Church

Durham

Thursday, May 21

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church

1737 Hillandale Rd , Durham 27705

Speakers:

Dr. Stephen Chapman, Professor of Old Testament, Duke
Divinity School

Rev. Julio Ramirez-Eve, Pastor, Emmanuel Hispanic
Presbyterian Church

Winston-Salem

Wednesday, May 27

Green Street United Methodist Church

639 S Green St , Winston Salem 27101

Speakers:

Dr. Jill Crainshaw, Professor of Ministry Studies, Wake
Forest Divinity School

Rev. Kristina Johnson, Director, La Vela Latino Center for
Spiritual Care

Additional dates will be scheduled for the fall.
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News and Notes

Gary Dorrien brings three lectures to the Seymour
Symposium at Binkley Baptist Church in Chapel Hill
on May 29 and 30.

Dorrien is the preeminent authority on liberal theology
and social Christianity and is a major voice from the reli-
gious community on public issues. He is also Reinhold
Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics at Union Theological
Seminary in New York. The theme of the symposium is
"Liberal Christianity and Social Ethics: The Last Fifty
Years and Now." For further information contact Jane
Radford at jradford544@hotmail.com.

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage
PAID
Raleigh, NC
Permit No. 902

Return Service Requested

Local congregations host a Prayer Vigil for Middle
East Peace on the fourth day of every month. The service
is part of a national movement committed to the princi-
ples of a just peace and to solidarity among Christians,
Muslims and Jews. To host a vigil or find out the location
of any month’s event, contact Spencer Bradford at
sbradford@nccouncilofchurches.org.

North Carolina
Interfaith Power & Light

a program of the NC Council of Churches

We're working with faith communities to address the
causes and consequences of global climate change.

Hope Workshops on Global Warming RIIHUSUDFW-DO
KRSH MG VRGWRQVIRUQGLYIGXD®  FRQJ UHJ DWRQV\R
WHGXFH J BHHQKRX\H J DVHP MIRQV \XIMDE®! IR RXW
DQG DGXOH@ IRXVHGXF DWRQ FOWHYV

Energy Audit Programs H[ DP IQH Z D\ VIQZ KIFK \ RXU
FRQJ ) DWRQ FDQ\DYH P RQH\ RQIWHQHU\ EIWZ KI®I
KHGIQU R SRWMFW RG-VE& BHDWRQ

Video Lending Library RIIHYI® VAXFK D\Kilowatt Ours,
God’s Creation and Global Warming, DQGPower Shift
: HFDQDQAR SWRYIGH \SHDNHWYDQG KHS | DFIOYW GLV

FXWRQV

Monthly E-Newsletter IQRW®P VUHFISIHOQNRI J REDO
ZDWP 1QJ DQG FGIDQHQHU\ QHZ V DQG HHOWG ®RFDO
HYHQN DGYRFDF\ RSSRWQWAV

Useful Written Materials IQFGGH & BHDWRQ & RQWFIRXV
& RQJ UHJ DWRQDCR: KHFNDW $ GYHQW+DQXN\DK DQG
/ HOMQ & WHDWRQ & DUH 5HIGIFWRQ* XIGHV THQ6IP S
KIQIV<RX &DQ' R 7R6WRS * ®REDQ DWW IQJ

and more!

Interested in any of our free programs and services?
Please call (919) 828-6501 or e-mail info@ncipl.org.
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