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THE SISTER EVELYN MATTERN FUND 
 

Sister Evelyn Mattern was a program associate with the North Carolina Council of Churches and an advocate for some of 
the state’s most vulnerable residents.  Evelyn worked for many social justice causes, including the Equal Rights 
Amendment, fair treatment of farmworkers, protection of the environment, non-violence, and an end to the death 
penalty.  She was a champion for people who often lacked a voice, lending them hers in the General Assembly in Raleigh, 
the hallways of Congress, and editorial pages across the state. 
 
She was a published author with a doctorate in English who taught at St. Augustine’s College and Wake Technical 
Community College during her thirty years in North Carolina.  Evelyn created the Office of Peace and Justice for the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Raleigh.  And, she worked for sixteen years at the North Carolina Council of Churches, 
serving as a lobbyist, publications editor, and program associate.  Her work touched many lives. 
 
When more than 200 of her friends gathered at a luncheon held in Raleigh to honor Evelyn prior to her departure for 
hospice care in Philadelphia, speakers cited her commitment to others, her deep faith, and her influence as a mentor.  
They also noted her love of books, celebrations, and ice cream. “We need someone to come forward and replace her,” said 
one of the speakers, the Most Rev. Joseph Gossman, then Bishop of the Diocese of Raleigh. “But she is irreplaceable.” 
 
During her final illness, Evelyn’s friends and colleagues established the Sr. Evelyn Mattern Fund to honor her life and to 
continue her ministry. One of the Fund’s inaugural grants is in support of �$�F�W�V���R�I���)�D�L�W�K.  There’s not a topic in this issue 
that wasn’t important to her.  Evelyn passed away in Philadelphia on the first Sunday of Advent 2003, after a year-long 
struggle with lung cancer. 
 
GENEROUS FUNDING FOR DEVELOPMENT AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE ACTS OF FAITH SERIES HAS BEEN 
PROVIDED BY: 
 

�>�� The Sr. Evelyn Mattern Fund 
�>�� The Southern Conference of the United Church of Christ 
�>�� Ministries First, Western NC Conference, United Methodist Church 
�>�� Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns, 
         NC Conference, United Methodist Church (NCCUMC) 
�>�� “Living the Word”, a collaborative program of NCCUMC and the NC Council of Churches funded by the Duke 

Endowment 
�>�� The North Carolina Union Community Fund 
�>�� The Rev. Joanna Hancock 
�>�� Two Anonymous Friends 
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INTRODUCTION 
��

The North Carolina Council of Churches is pleased to present this fifth installment of Acts of Faith, 
our ecumenical resource for pastors and other religious leaders offering lectionary-based worship 
aids focusing on themes of progressive social justice in North Carolina.  Acts of Faith: Resources for 
Prophetic Worship addresses sixteen themes each liturgical year.  This current issue covers eight 
topics, the first half of Lectionary Year A.  Prior issues of Acts of Faith, starting with Year B, are 
available for free on the Council’s website, www.nccouncilofchurches.org.   
 

The themes chosen for inclusion reflect the Council’s focus areas of work.  Each topic contains 
preaching aids, including scripture commentary and reflection written by a North Carolina pastor 
or religious leader; worship resources such as prayers, litanies, and hymn suggestions; and issue-
based statistics and facts.  Most units also contain a personal vignette by a North Carolinian affected 
by the issue. 
 

This issue of Acts of Faith has been a collaborative staff effort.  Chris Liu Beers, Program Associate, 
is currently managing the project.  He provided research, writing, and editing.  Denise Cumbee 
Long, a former Program Associate with the Council and current interim senior pastor at Olin T. 
Binkley Memorial Baptist Church in Chapel Hill, had overseen Acts of Faith since its inception.  She 
was responsible for coordinating this issue.  B. J. Morton, a Duke Divinity School student and intern 
with the Council during the summer of 2007, handled much of the research and initial editing.  Rose 
Gurkin, Web Coordinator, has handled the tasks of making resource available in print and on the 
web, while additional editing was supplied by George Reed, the Council’s Executive Director. 
 

The materials included in Acts of Faith are available as a free download from the Council’s website 
and may be reproduced without permission for use in religious worship or education.  Printed 
copies may be ordered at a cost of $10 by contacting the Council office at (919) 828-6501, or 
nccofc@nccouncilofchurches.org. 
 

Since we plan to offer these resources for each lectionary year, we invite interested North Carolina 
pastors and other religious leaders to submit pastoral reflections of about 1,000 words, or sermons 
that may be edited to length, on these and other Council issues which may be considered for future 
issues and updates of Acts of Faith.  Contact Chris Liu Beers at (919) 828-6501, 
cbeers@nccouncilofchurches.org, if you are interested.   
 

Finally, look for these additional Year A topics in the next issue of Acts of Faith,  
available Spring, 2008: 
�x�� Immigration 
�x�� Western North Carolina 
�x�� Community Life 
�x�� Conflict Resolution 
�x�� Sabbath Economics 
�x�� Public Education 
�x�� Fair Taxes 
�x�� Sustainability 
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