As people of faith we proclaim our belief that our world is God’s Creation,
that God sees it as good,
and that it is ours to protect and maintain.

Caring for God’s Creation
During Advent and Beyond

A Prayer/Action Guide
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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First Sunday in Advent

Background:

+ Ch& $ E

Opening prayer: C +

Reading: From Isaiah 2
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Songl 1t Came Upon a Midnight Clear

End your Advent lighting with a treat and ask each other, what else can we do for the Earth as we prepare for Christmas?

/7 A 1 0 #> C ;08 0 Every day, we
intentionally notice something about our wonderful Earth—Dbare limbs on our trees, birds at our homemade bird feeders, rain to
make our plants grow—and we talk about it with gratitude. \When we shop we buy “green” products to protect God’s Creation.
We offset our energy usage by buying Green Power (www.ncgreenpower.org) to encourage the development of renewable energy
sources. And this year, we have taken the big step of moving into a home about one-half the size of our previous one, thus
reducing our energy usage by two-thirds. And the best part of all, we love our new lifestyle!
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Second Sunday in Advent

Background:
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Opening prayer: C $

Reading: From Psalm 72
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Songl O Little Town of Bethlehem

End your Advent lighting with a treat and ask each other, what else can we do for the Earth as we prepare for Christmas?

/ 44 ] 3 % They have been ending their use of plastics and
other petroleum products. First they stopped the use of disposables at all church gatherings. Julie Mullin writes: "It was tough,
but we’re used to it now and most people like it."" This month they changed from using petro-plastics to vegi-plastics that Julie
buys wholesale from www.recyclaholics.com. Now when St. Paul's has a church picnic, they put all the trash into a bag that Julie
takes home to put into her compost pile!
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Third Sunday in Advent

Background:
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Song: The First Noel
End your Advent lighting with a treat and ask each other, what else can we do for the Earth as we prepare for Christmas?
/ M / 0 In 2007, they replaced their 100 Sanctuary light bulbs

with compact fluorescent lights (occasioning three reports in the media!). Jon Haebig writes: “We had a series (entitled *Fasting
from Carbon’) of five 1-hour talks in Lent 2007. It was a diverse program emphasizing different ways one could fast from
carbon; the topics included energy-saving at home and in transportation, the Biblical directive to care for Creation, the scientific
factuality of global warming and government/industry's responsibilities. We gave a compact fluorescent light bulb to each person
attending our Ash Wednesday service, as a sign or symbol that change was possible -- that fasting from carbon could be achieved.
We prepared a website summarizing of the Fasting from Carbon series: http://ucchcarbonfast.wikispaces.com. Ten families are
now participating in a 'Sustainable Household Challenge,” striving to reduce home energy consumption, and we meet regularly to
discuss progressi*
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Fourth Sunday in Advent
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End your Advent lighting with a treat and ask each other, what else can we do for the Earth as we prepare for Christmas and
the New Year? Consider the following suggestions:
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The Climate Connection
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Caring for God’s Creation During Advent...and Beyond

Here are 10 simple things you can do to reduce global warming
When you reduce energy consumption by using it less or more efficiently, or use renewable energy, you lower the demand for
gasoline, oil, coal, and natural gas. Burning less of these fossil fuels produces fewer emissions of carbon dioxide (CO,), the major

contributor to global warming. NN C, ¥ £ NN
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